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Tips for Choosing Plants

ÅTwo planting zones for most infiltration BMPs ï
one for slopes and rim using species that prefer 
better drainage and one for the bottom of the 
basin using plants that are more inundation 
tolerant

ÅGrasses and sedges should be spread 
throughout

ÅSwales or other areas with flowing water should 
be dominated (75%) by grasses and sedges due 
to their effectiveness at erosion control



Appropriate Species can Survive 

Unusual Weather Patterns

ÅPlants may go 
dormant during 
droughts but will 
survive if established 

ÅPersistent heavy rains 
like those of June 
2008 may cause 
longer duration 
ponding that can 
result in losses of less 
tolerant species



Items to Check Prior to Final 

Completion

ÅMedium is percolating as designed ïthis will 
require a significant rain event to evaluate

ÅNo sedimentation or clogging of the medium has 
occurred 

ÅUnderdrain (if present) functioning as expected 

ÅPlants and mulch are properly installed and not 
suffering from washout or other problems

ÅProvisions are in place to irrigate plants for 
establishment during the first growing season



Typical Establishment During 1st

Two Growing Seasons


