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Welcome and Introductions



Todayôs Agenda

Å Background

Å Overview of City of Indianapolis Program

Å Care and inspection

Å ñInnovativeò BMPs

Å BMP vegetation establishment and O&M

Å Operation and Maintenance (O&M) of 

preapproved BMPs

Å Indianapolisô potential future program(s)



What is a

Best Management Practice?

ITôS NOT JUST A POND!



Per the Indiana National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) General Rule, a BMP

ñéis any structural or nonstructural control 

measure utilized to improve the quality and, 

as appropriate, reduce the quantity of storm 

water runoff. The term includes schedules 

of activities, prohibitions of practice, 

treatment requirements, operation and 

maintenance procedures, use of 

containment facilities, land use planning, 

policy techniques, and other management 

practices.ò



Background

The City of Indianapolis and Marion County 

are subject to the requirements of a storm 

water discharge control permit, the National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems 

(NPDES) Permit, issued by the Indiana 

Department of Environmental Management.

PHASE - I INDIVIDUAL PERMIT 



Background (continued)

Å Post-Construction Runoff Control:

o Establish regulations, standards, and policies 

that address the water quality impacts of 

storm water runoff.

o Develop and implement strategies which 

include combination of structural and non-

structural BMPs.

o Outreach/Education

o Ensure adequate long-term operation and 

maintenance of controls.

o Determine appropriate BMP practices.

City of Indianapolis has 9 Controls



Indianapolis Stormwater Quality Standards

When Requiredééééé..

Å Disturbance of 0.50-acres or more

Å Note that this is 50 percent less than Rule 5 

requirement of 1-acre for construction 

activity.

Section 104.02 and Chapter 700
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Indianapolis Stormwater Quality Standards

Stormwater Quality Control Requirements

Å Total Suspended Solids (TSS)

Å 80 percent of TSS removed

Å Floatables

Å Fecal bacteria

Å Land use specific

pollutants

Section 104.02 and Chapter 700
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QUESTIONS?



Preventing Failures

Å Routine Maintenance and Inspections

Å A BMP is like a car ïIf you donôt change 

the oil and tune it up, it will fail on you.

Å Outreach and Education

Å As an agency, the best way to get private 

owners to maintain a BMP is educate 

them on the Who, What, When, Where, 

and Why.
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Outreach

Fall Creek Pilot Project (2009)


