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L59aΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ

Å401 Water Quality 
Certification Program

ÅState Isolated Wetlands 
Program

NOTE: IDEM is only one of three agencies (others are 
the IDNR and the USACE) to potentially regulate a 
project proposing impacts to Water Resources



Who regulates what?
Public Freshwater Lake: 

IDNR, USACE & IDEM

Navigable Water: IDNR, USACE & IDEM

Non-wetland 

floodway: IDNR

Floodway wetland: 

IDNR, USACE &

IDEM

Adjacent wetland: 

USACE & IDEM

Stream with <1 sq. 

mile drainage area: 

USACE & IDEM

Isolated wetland: 

IDEM

Tributary: IDNR, 

USACE & IDEM



What activities does IDEM regulate?

IDEM regulates the placement of dredged or fill 
material into Waters of the U.S. and non-exempt 
Waters of the State

ÅAll Waters of the U.S. are Waters of the State

ÅIsolated Wetlandsare Waters of the State but are 
not Waters of the U.S.

ÅA State Regulated Wetlandis defined by state law 
as an isolated wetland located in Indiana that is not 
an exempt isolated wetland.



Typical Projects

ÅTypical regulated projects: 

ïPipe or culvert placement/replacement in 
streams

ïStreambank armoring (including riprap) for  
bank stabilization or stormwater outfalls

ïStream relocations or stream piping

ïWetland fill



What constitutes fill?
ÅDirt, rock, sand, gravel, riprap, etc.

ÅPipes and culvert structures (new and 
replacement structures)

ÅDirt or rock placed into an old stream channel if 
the stream is relocated

ÅMechanized land clearing in wetlands 
(bulldozing) involving removal of stumps 

ÅSidecasting of dredged material into wetlands

ÅDamming up streams/pump arounds

ÅBank stabilization (streams and lakeshores)



Application Review Criteria

ÅIDEM evaluates all aspects of a proposed 
project to determine if there will be 
detrimental effects to water quality

ÅL59a ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎΩ                             
efforts to:

ïAvoid impacts to water resources

ïMinimize unavoidable impacts

ïProvide mitigation



Common Regulatory Myths

ÅBlue line vs. non-
blue line streams

ÅConfusion over 
which agencies 
regulate streams

ÅAccuracy of the 
National Wetland 
Inventory Maps



Regulatory Myth 1

MYTH:Only blue line streams 
on topo maps are regulated.

FACT:Many streams do not 
show up as a blue line on a 
topographic map.

Streams do NOT have to be 
flowing to be regulated.



FACT:

Even dry 
streams are 
regulated.


